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Walmart Foundation Awards UAMS Northwest Regional Campus
$125,000 for Marshallese Diabetes Program
FAYETTEVILLE — The University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences (UAMS)
recognized the Walmart Foundation on Feb. 6 and its continued support of the
Marshallese Diabetes Program.
Since 2015, the Walmart Foundation has awarded UAMS $319,000 for the Marshallese
Diabetes Program and the North Street Clinic, most recently awarding the program
$125,000 in December 2016.
Pearl McElfish, Ph.D., associate vice chancellor for UAMS’ Northwest Regional
Campus and co-director of the Center for Pacific Islander Health, welcomed members of
the Marshallese community, UAMS faculty and staff, and representatives from both
Walmart and the Walmart Foundation as they gathered for a reception inside the North
Street Clinic at UAMS.
“UAMS is grateful for the support from the Walmart Foundation, allowing us to offer
better and more efficient care for this vulnerable and underserved population,” McElfish
said.
“The mission of the Walmart Foundation is to help those in northwest Arkansas lead
healthier lives,” said Erin Hogue, senior program manager with the foundation. “Our
partnership with UAMS does just that.”
The North Street Clinic provides much needed medical care to the Marshallese
community, while also playing a vital educational role, said Tom Schulz, M.D., interim
associate dean for the College of Medicine and director of the North Street Clinic.
“The North Street Clinic offers invaluable interprofessional educational experiences for
UAMS students — providing patient care side by side with students from other
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programs,” said Schulz. “Walmart's commitment to a growing home region and a
changing local population has helped not just the Marshallese get much needed diabetes
care but also ensured a well-rounded group of health care professionals will graduate in
northwest Arkansas.”
In January 2015, Walmart Foundation, through its Northwest Arkansas Giving Program,
provided a $194,000 grant to the UAMS North Street Clinic, which opened in November
2014 specifically to offer diabetes testing and treatment for Marshallese patients. A
portion of the grant enabled UAMS to hire a registered nurse case manager for the clinic
to better coordinate care for patients. The clinic is staffed by UAMS Northwest Regional
Campus faculty and student volunteers. Nearly1,000 patients have been served since the
clinic opened.
Furthering its commitment to the region, Walmart Foundation awarded UAMS a
$125,000 grant in December 2016, again in support of the Marshallese Diabetes
Program. These funds will be directed to a Marshallese-specific Diabetes Prevention
Program, a culturally adapted program designed to reduce the incidences of type 2
diabetes by teaching overweight and obese pre-diabetic participants how to make modest
lifestyle changes.
Northwest Arkansas is home to the largest Marshallese population in the continental
United States — a population that experiences a significant and disproportionate
percentage of type 2 diabetes. The diabetes rate among the Marshallese is one of the
highest of any population group in the world, affecting as many as 50 percent of those
living in northwest Arkansas.
UAMS began its focused outreach effort in 2013 with the goal of addressing health
disparities in the region, including high incidences of chronic disease in underserved
populations. That effort gained momentum in 2014 when UAMS Northwest Regional
Campus was awarded a $2.1 million grant from the Patient-Centered Outcomes Research
Institute (PCORI) to study ways for teaching diabetes self-management skills in
coordination with care provided through the North Street Clinic.
Since 2014, more than $10 million has been awarded to the UAMS Northwest Regional
Campus to further focus on health disparities in both the Marshallese and Hispanic
communities of Benton and Washington counties.
By using our strengths to help others, Walmart and the Walmart Foundation create
opportunities for people to live better every day. We have stores in 28 countries,
employing more than 2.3 million associates and doing business with thousands of
suppliers who, in turn, employ millions of people. We are helping people live better by
accelerating upward job mobility and economic development for the retail workforce;
addressing hunger and making healthier, more sustainably-grown food a reality; and
building strong communities where we operate and inspiring our associates to give
back. Whether it is helping to lead the fight against hunger in the United States with $2
billion in cash and in-kind donations or supporting Women’s Economic Empowerment
through a series of grants totaling $10 million to the Women in Factories training
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program in Bangladesh, China, India and Central America, Walmart and the Walmart
Foundation are not only working to tackle key social issues, we are also collaborating
with others to inspire solutions for long-lasting systemic change. To learn more about
Walmart’s giving, visit foundation.walmart.com.
UAMS is the state’s only comprehensive academic health center, with colleges of
Medicine, Nursing, Pharmacy, Health Professions and Public Health; a graduate school;
a hospital; a northwest Arkansas regional campus; a statewide network of regional
centers; and seven institutes: the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute, the Jackson
T. Stephens Spine & Neurosciences Institute, the Myeloma Institute, the Harvey &
Bernice Jones Eye Institute, the Psychiatric Research Institute, the Donald W. Reynolds
Institute on Aging and the Translational Research Institute. It is the only adult Level 1
trauma center in the state. UAMS has 2,870 students, 799 medical residents and five
dental residents. It is the state’s largest public employer with more than 10,000
employees, including about 1,000 physicians and other professionals who provide care to
patients at UAMS, Arkansas Children’s Hospital, the VA Medical Center and UAMS
regional centers throughout the state. Visit www.uams.edu or www.uamshealth.com.
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